
2020 Spokane Youth Symphony 
Seniors

Mary Anderson, violin
Hello! I am Mary Anderson and I have played the 
violin with SYSO for 3 years.  I am blessed to take 
lessons from Dr. April Martin while being home
schooled with Seton Home Study School.  I plan to 
attend Christendom College in Virginia this fall.  I 
am extremely grateful for the wonderful opportuni-
ties and memories that Dr. Baldwin and my fellow 
SYS students have given me over the past 3 years.  
Also, a huge thank you to my parents as well as my 
older sister Martha for all the encouragement and 

support they have given me, as well as to God for the gift of  music He has 
given me. 

Bradford Bawden, viola
My name is Bradford Bawden and I have played the 
Viola for 8 years. I have been playing with SYS for 
5 years, beginning in the Philharmonic. My current 
teacher is Jeannette Wee-Yang but I studied under 
Jennifer O’Bannan for 4 years before that. In the 
fall, I will be attending Brigham Young University to 
study Electrical Engineering and hope to play in the 
University Orchestra. After a year of  school, I will 
serve a mission for the Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter Day Saints.

Roka Brovick, double bass
My name is Roka Brovick and I play double bass. 
My private teacher is Harmony Young. I am the 
class of  2020 Valedictorian at the STEM Academy 
at Spokane Valley Tech. I’ve been a part of  the 
Spokane Youth Symphony since my freshman year 
of  high school. I will be attending Rose-Hulman 
Institute of  Technology to study engineering.



Daniel Cathey, bassoon
Daniel Cathey has played bassoon with first the Phil-
harmonic and eventually the Symphony for the past 6 
years. He has studied with Dr. Lynne Feller-Marshall 
and will graduate with a Capstone diploma from Cen-
tral Valley High School this spring. He plans to attend 
the University of Montana in Missoula this fall, where 
he will study political science/Russian. Music will al-
ways hold a special place in his life and he will audition 
for  ensembles on campus. 

Meredith Dirkman, cello
My name is Meredith Dirkman and I play the cello 
in Youth Symphony. I recently graduated from Lewis 
and Clark High School and have been taking cello les-
sons with Louise Butler for 4 years now. This was my 
first year in SYS and although I’m sad I’m not able to 
come back for a second year, I am excited about what 
lies ahead. Next year I’ll be attending the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor and majoring in environ-
mental science/minoring in music! I’m grateful to 
everyone who supported me throughout my musical 
career thus far.

Nicole Ehr, tuba
My name is Nicole Ehr and I play the tuba. I am 
grateful to have been a part of the Spokane Youth 
Symphony Orchestra for the past 2 years. I am 
currently a senior at Medical Lake High School. I 
am thankful for my school band director, Mr. Craig 
Johnson, who taught me everything I know about 
music over the past 7 years. This fall, I plan to attend 
Washington State University and study pre-medicine 
while taking part in the Honors College program. I 
also hope to continue music by playing in the Cou-
gar Marching Band.  



Owen Foster, cello
Owen has been playing cello with the Spokane 
Youth Symphony for the past 2 years. Previous 
to that, he played in the North Idaho Youth 
Symphony for 3 years. He began playing cello 
at the age of 10 when he entered 6th grade at 
the Coeur d’ Alene Charter Academy. Owen 
has been taking private lessons with Dr. Kev-
in Hekmatpanah for the past 4 years. He has 
qualified for the Idaho All-State Orchestra for 
the past 3 years, as well as competed at the 
State level of the Idaho Solo Competition all 4 
years of high school. Owen will be attending 
Whitworth University for college, majoring in 
computer science and minoring in music. He will continue playing his cello 
with Whitworth’s Symphony Orchestra. 

Adriana Gilrein, double bass

Chloe Hesskamp, violin
Chloe Hesskamp has been a violinist in the Spo-
kane Youth Symphony for four years.  She studied 
under Anita Perkins for two years and Jason Bell 
for four.  She is currently dually enrolled at Mt. 
Spokane High School and Eastern Washington 
University through the Running Start program.  
Next fall, she will attend Colorado State University 
to pursue a master’s degree in computer science.
college level.



Brenna Huang, oboe
Brenna is graduating from Lewis and Clark 
High School. She began studying the oboe 2 
years ago under David Dutton and has been 
involved with SYS for the same duration. 
She has also studied piano under YiChun 
Chen for the last 9 years.  She has been ap-
pointed to the US Naval Academy and will 
major in Aeronautical Engineering. 

Caleb Jordan, bassoon
My name is Caleb Jordan and I am a senior at 
Lewis and Clark High School. I have been playing 
the bassoon for four years in high school and for 
two years with SYS. My private instructor is Paul 
Plowman. I plan to attend Eastern Washington 
University in the fall and, as of  now, I am unde-
cided on what I will focus my studies on but I do 
hope to continue playing bassoon with the EWU 
band

Sarah Kerbs, cello
Sarah Kerbs has been playing cello with the Spo-
kane Youth Symphony for 10 years. She began 
studying at age 3 with Elizabeth Lund on violin, 
(in a Pre-Twinkle class at HNMC) then with 
Sheila Kilcoyne on cello from age 4 to 5, with the 
Strings on the Palouse Program. After relocating 
with her family back to the Spokane area, she 
began her cello studies with Karen Conlin for the 
next several years, followed by Roberta Bottelli 
since age 14. After graduating from Paideia High 
School, she plans to continue working as a CNA 
until spring semester, when she will begin attend-
ing Utah State University. She plans to major in 

Child Development, and minor in Deaf  Communication.



Jacob Lines, violin
Jacob Lines is a senior at Mead High School and 
has been playing violin for the past seven years. He 
began his youth symphony experience in the Vail 
Youth Symphony in Tuscon, Arizona. He has been 
a member of the Spokane Youth Symphony for five 
years and currently studies violin under the instruc-
tion of Jeri Bentley. He will attend the University 
of Arizona where he will pursue a degree in molec-
ular and cellular biology with a minor in music.

Sam Morozov, trumpet
Sam Morozov has been making noise on the trum-
pet and other brass instruments since fifth grade. 
He was given the opportunity to join the Spokane 
Youth Philharmonic three years later, and since then 
has spent five incredible seasons in the SYS program, 
four of which he has played in the Symphony Or-
chestra under Dr. Baldwin. Sam has taken trum-
pet lessons with Larry Jess for three years, having 
taken from Eric Moe for two years beforehand. As 
a graduate of Joel E. Ferris High School, he will be 
attending Gonzaga University to major in mechan-
ical engineering, though he will be playing music 
throughout his college experience. Sam is incredibly grateful for the experience 
of being part of SYS and the many witty and highly applicable anecdotes he 
has collected from Dr. Baldwin over the years.

Gloria Miller, cello Gabriel Reese, trombone       



Grace Remendowski, trumpet
My name is Grace Remendowski and I have 
played trumpet for the past seven years, but have 
only performed with the Spokane Youth Sympho-
ny program for three years. I have never had a pri-
vate instructor but I have been under the direction 
of my band director Craig Johnson since sixth 
grade. I will be graduating from Medical Lake 
High School and am going to attend college at the 
University of Washington. There I will hopefully 
major in Statistics and minor in Music, as well as 
join their marching band.

Noah Schilbe, oboe
Noah Schilbe has studied the oboe and English 
horn under David Dutton for the past seven 
years.  He will be graduating from Ferris High 
School, where he played oboe for four years in 
Wind Ensemble, as well as tenor saxophone in 
the Ferris Jazz Band.  After joining the Philhar-
monic in ninth grade, he continued on to play 
in the Symphony for three years. This fall he 
will be attending St. Olaf ’s College in North-
field, Minnesota where he plans to study bio-
chemistry with a focus on laboratory research. 
He will also continue his music experience by 

studying under Dana Maeda in St. Olaf ’s world renowned music program.  
Noah would like to thank Dr. Baldwin and the members of the SYS for a 
fantastic orchestral experience, David Dutton for his continued guidance 
and expertise, and his parents who stuck with him every step of the way. 
major in Statistics and minor in Music, as well as join their marching band.

Hayden Reid, viola
My name is Hayden Reid. This is my eighth 
year playing the viola and my first year playing 
with the Spokane Youth Symphony. I have been 
studying under Angela Mitchell of  the Spokane 
Symphony for the majority of  my career. I am a 
senior at Ferris High School. I plan to attend St. 
Olaf  College in Northfield, Minnesota, where 
I will participate in one of  the orchestras and 
intend to major in nursing.



Gabriel Smith, double bass
Gabriel Smith, double bass, began in the Spokane 
Youth Strings six years ago and moved up through the 
orchestras to the Spokane Youth Symphony Orches-
tra. Gabe is a graduating senior at North Central High 
School and studies bass with Kim Plewniak.

Noah Smith, bassoon
Noah Smith plays the bassoon 
for Spokane Youth Sympho-
ny.  Lynne Feller-Marshall has 
been his teacher since the seventh grade.  Noah is a 
non-diploma seeking senior at Cheney High School 
and is in his second year at Spokane Falls Commu-
nity College in Running Start.  He plans to finish 
his AA degree in Engineering at SFCC over the 
next year and transfer to a four year college to finish 
his engineering degree.  He has played for SYS for 
the past three years.

Hannah Stewart, cello
My name is Hannah Stewart. I have been participating 
in Spokane Youth Symphony for 8 years. Although 
I started in Strings on the violin, I switched to cello 
my fourth year in orchestra and have played cello ever 
since. I will be graduating as a Homeschooler. I would 
like to thank my violin teacher Mary Beth Cullitan and 
my first cello teacher Karen Conlin for giving me a love 
for music. I would also like to thank my current teach-
er Roberta Bottelli and our wonderful conductor Dr. 
Baldwin for helping to continue growing in my music. 
Last, but definitely not least, I would like to thank my 
awesome family who have given me so much support 
throughout the years

Abigail Sund, violin
Hi! My name is Abigail Sund, and I have been taking vi-
olin lessons since I was six from Elizabeth Lund. Begin-
ning in Strings, I have been a member of the Spokane 
Youth Symphony for the past eight years. I was home-
schooled through my junior year of high school, and 
then attended Spokane Community College through 
the Running Start program my senior year. I plan to 
continue at SCC to earn my RN through the nursing 
school, and then obtain my BSN through Washington 
State University. I enjoy playing soccer, hunting with 

my dad, swing dancing, and reading (especially Jane Austen). My experience 
in SYS has been more amazing then I ever imagined, and I will treasure the 
friends and memories I have made throughout the years. 



Jacob Unruh, violin
Jacob Unruh has studied violin with April Martin 
for the last six years. He is graduating from the 
Coeur d’Alene Charter Academy as salutatorian, 
and he has been in the Spokane Youth Symphony 
for five years. In the fall he will be studying violin 
performance at the Lamont School of Music 
at the University of Denver, as well as political 
science. He will also be minoring in leadership 
studies through the Pioneer Leadership Program. 
Although he doesn’t know exactly what career he wants to pursue, careers in 
music, public policy, or in a nonprofit are likely choices. 

Amy Van Arsdell, violin
Amy Van Arsdell is excited to be graduating from 
Upper Columbia Academy this year, where she is 
concertmaster of the orchestra and in the string quartet. 
She is grateful to take violin lessons from Tiffany Wang. 
She enjoyed her one year playing in the Spokane Youth 
Symphony, and previously played in the Yakima Youth 
Symphony Orchestra for two years. Next year, she plans 
on attending university and majoring in history and 
minoring in music and Spanish.

Gracie Wehr, cello
My name is Gracie Wehr and I’ve practiced cello for 
seven years with the help of Dr. Roberta Bottelli. I 
attended Gonzaga Preparatory High School for four 
years, as well as being part of the Spokane Youth 
Symphony for four years. My plans for my upcom-
ing future is attending Spokane Falls Community 
College in the fall of 2020, and for me to hopefully 
get a degree in chemical engineering. If I don’t enjoy 
it, I’ll love to be a teacher for secondary education 
for chemistry or math. I’m in between phases of 
wanting to do it, but second guessing onto something else I think I may 
enjoy. We’ll see where I end up, T.B.I.Y.T.C (The Best is Yet to Come). 

Amaya Whitney, cello
My name is Amaya Whitney. I’ve played 
the cello since fifth grade and started taking 
lessons with my amazing teacher, Denika 
Kleinmann, in eighth grade. I’ve been in the 
Spokane Youth Symphony for four unforget-
table years. I will graduate from North Central 
High school and attend the University of 
Washington in the fall.


