
What to do when you’re bored! 
 
Free Online Concerts! 

YouTube:  You know this one… 
 
The Metropolitan Opera of New York is offering opera broadcasts every night during this time. 
They are mostly from the last 10-15 years or so. They are particularly interesting for the 
backstage views and interviews with the performers between acts, and of course the sheer 
spectacle of a MET production in terms of sets, costumes, one of the best orchestras in the 
world. Normally, you would pay $25 to view these when they are broadcast in local theaters. 
This week has been CARMEN, IL TROVATORE, and LA TRAVIATA. Tonight is LA FILLE DU 
REGIMENT. Next week is Wagner week, including the RING.  
  
You can access the live stream by visiting MetOpera.org on your computer or device. OR, if you 
have a smart TV, you can use the METOPERA app and then select the BROWSE button and 
access the free live stream. Most of the operas start at about 7pm Eastern Time, but you can 
access them and watch anytime from then until about 3pm the next day.  

  
The Berlin Philharmonic has made their Digital Concert Hall free for 30 days – you just have to 
sign up by March 31!  
 https://www.digitalconcerthall.com/en/act/1257974/6xRLY3IF2iznbw4R.   
(A great concert to start with is the new chief conductor Kirill Petenko conducting Gustav 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 6 last January 25!) 

 
Music Theory 
 https://www.musictheory.net.  This is a fantastic site that offers short tutorials.    

https://www.coursera.org/learn/edinburgh-music-theory?action=enroll  I have no  
experience with this, but apparently it’s free for the moment. 
https://www.lightnote.co  Some of the content is free, but the advanced stuff requires  
payment 
 

 
Sight-reading and Clef Reading:   
 The Sight-Reading Factory:  https://www.sightreadingfactory.com 
 IMSLP:  There is virtually unlimited amount of music for you to sight read.  Why not try  

to learn another clef?  Violinists could learn alto and bass clef.  B-flat instruments could  
work on transpositions.  Horns and Trumpets can check out tons of different clefs.  
Trombones and cellists, now is the time to brush up on tenor clef.   

 
Compose your own music 
 Free notation software:  https://musescore.com/dashboard.  This is almost as powerful  

as Finale or Sibelius, works on all platforms, and is totally free.  I use it exclusively. 
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On-line Masterclasses: 
http://www.masterclassfoundation.org  This site offers videos of the world’s greatest artists 
giving masterclasses.  You must have a subscription to view the entire video, but many excerpts 
are available on their YouTube channel.   
 
Learn to Teach (or teach yourself!) 

I apologize that these are all string related resources.  I had compiled them for a class I 
recently taught.  I’m sure there are similar sites for Winds/Brass/Percussion. 

 
All Strings 

Oberlin String Pedagogy 
http://www2.oberlin.edu/library/digital/stringped/index.html 
Eastman Curriculum 
https://www.esm.rochester.edu/community/faq/student-curriculum/violin/ 
https://www.astastrings.org 
https://www.thestrad.com 
https://theviolinchannel.com/category/vc-masterclass/ 
https://bulletproofmusician.com/ 
http://www.masterclassfoundation.org 
http://stringtechnique.com 
https://stringsmagazine.com 

 
Violin Sites 

http://violinmasterclass.com 
https://violinlab.com 
http://stringskills.com 
https://www.violinpractice.com  (most features require subscription) 
 

Viola Sites 
http://www.viola.com 
http://americanviolasociety.org 

 
Cello Sites 

https://www.cellobello.org 
Cello, Graded Repertoire List (access from web-no pdf available) 
http://www.cello.org/Libraries/references/syllabus.html 
http://www.cello.org 
https://www.celloonline.com/cellobasics.htm 
https://cellotalks.com/list 
 

Bass Sites 
https://www.isbworldoffice.com 
https://www.talkbass.com 
https://discoverdoublebass.com 
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Websites for Piano Accompaniments 
Piano Accompaniments for Violin Solos  
I love this website. The owner Paul Gardner has made accompaniments to much of the standard 
student repertoire for violin. The list is quite extensive and his playing is wonderful. Not midi!! 
 
Accompany - Wonderful Piano Accompaniments Website (https://www.accompanymusic.com) 
This is an amazing service. All of my private students are now subscribers. Runs on Windows, 
Mac, and mobile devices. It features many student pieces, scales, drones, etudes, as well as 
concertos, sonatas, etc. 
 
Accompany - Suzuki Version (https://suzuki.accompanymusic.com) 
Steven Maloney now has accompaniments for all the Suzuki pieces. Like on the general 
Accompany site you can slow down the accompaniment or loop sections.  
 
Pianoescort (https://www.youtube.com/user/Pianoescort/videos) 
Youtube channel with piano accompaniments. 
 
Large Library of Violin and Orchestral Accompaniments for Purchase 
https://accompaniments.eu 
 
Dowani  (https://www.musicshopeurope.com/productlanding/dowani/dowani.aspx) 
This company makes books and practice CDs for scales and violin literature. The Cds feature 
slower practice tempos and real orchestral back up tracks. 
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